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MEMORANDUM FOR: 'Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

VIA: - Executive Director =
Deputy Director for Administration

FROM: ‘ | |
Director of Security

SUBJECT: : Latin American Pilots Training on Soviet MIG-25
... from-an Article in The Washington Post Entitled
- "{y.S. Approves Covert Plan 1n Nicaragua' by :
“Patrick E. Tyler and Bob Woodward on 10 March 1982

(A
]
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2. The DO did not disseminate the information on
the MIG-25 via normal electrical dissemination channels. Instead,
the information was held at CIA Headquarters for two weeks and
then passed to high-level customers via a memorandum dissemination
(Tab B). The recipients of this dissemination were: Assistant
Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Thomas Enders; the
Director of Intelligence and Research at the State Department, Hugh
Montgomery; the Deputy Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency,
Rear Admiral Edward A. Burkhalter; the Director of the National
Security Agency Lt. General Lincoln D. Faurer; and Roger Fontaine
of the National Security Council Staff. Internal dissemination
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within CIA was 15 copies.
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WASHINGTON POST

10 March 1982

f;UéSf" Approy; S

Covert ?lan-;~
En \Trcal agua:

i O ¥ 47

: 7
By Pacrrck E. T)ler ;
‘and Bob Woedward S

,:‘

. wsmng'onposzs:armnwn s '

President Reaﬂan "has™ authonzed
covert operations against the Central -
American nation * of. - Nicaragua,

- which, administration officials have

charged, is serving -as ‘the military
m'nmand center and supply lme to
uerrillas in El Salvador.; R
‘According to mformed admrms-
tration officials, the president has
ruled- out the use of US. mrhtary
forces in direct anti-Nicaraguan op-
‘erations. But the authorized covert
plan directs the CIA to begin to
'h.riH and fund a paramilitary force
f up to 500 Latin Americans, who
are to operate out’ of commando
camps spread ‘along the Nlcaravuan-
Honduran border. .5 172030 v &ean
~ The officials stressed t‘\at if will
take months for the paramilitary, -
force to be’ recrurted trained. and -
w)utroned to begin operations. Theyz i

did not say precrsely wheri the'crosss:. A §

border operatrons are* scheduled to
h“"ln N a~L:«‘»/ A

As part of this plan, thé comman--
dos eventually would attempt to de="
stroy vital Nicaraguan targets, quch
as power plants and brrdges in"an

effort to disrupt thé economy and.
d.xert _the attention ‘and’:the *re-’
sources of the government. CIA.

strategists believe these .covert -op-;
erations inside Nicdragua will slow.
the flow of arms to El Sal\ddor and’
i\rupt what they claim:i is a Sovret— :

znd Cuban- control]ed 8OV ernment m
f‘ icaragua. = - !

Op‘ratmv ‘under "2 Q19 mllhon
CTA budget, the planned 500-man

furce cou)d be increased in size if-

See COVERT, A16, Col. 4
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forcevould bé cupnfemented by an--
’ ,other Latm Amerivan commando
- “force of up-to 1,00U. #itn—some of .

iwhom™ currently  ar’ undergoing ;

,;k ! ua

: cra]s e 'r, 2
‘Thrs is the:plan’, for ClA covert

. “Toperations . first "reported in The |

4 Vashmgton ‘Post.on Féb, 14 as part |
'? of the Reavan administration’s strat- |

- the president had  authorized the
- CIA’s plan to build a paramﬂrtary
~ force against Nicaragua.-~ "

Several informed sources now say“

“that the president did formally au-

“thorize the proposal, but the precise

timing of his authorization could not
be determined. It may have occurred
late last year. =, 7 .

The covert action propota] was

developed by the. CIA and first
_presented in detail to Pre\rdent Rea-

* “gan by CIA Director William J.

Casey at the Nov. 16 meeting of thei

National Security Council. Tt was
* supported by Secretary of State Al-
" exander M. Haig Jr:“and Defense
. Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger, ac-
_cording to knowledgeable offi cials. -
the CIA~

) wrth covert program

’ economxc targets was based on'a de-
- sire’to distupt the Nrcaraguan arms
_supply line to El Salvador in ‘a man-’
" ner that is relatively inexpensive and
least threatening to the civilian pop-
ulation. .3 7 DS
"~ “If you blow up a dam you cause
a Iot ‘of troub:Ie but you're not kil-
lone }nvh Iexel off'cral

l In hrs'Feb 18 preks conference
\Reagan was asked. if the United ;
; States was p]anmnv covert” opera- |
i trons in Nrcaravua but he declm d-
' to comment. i * S
Nlcaragua currentl_\, Is ruled by
' the Sandrmsta National L)beratlon
F'roht, uhose guerrilla forces over<:
_thiew the go‘.ernment of drctator
i@ ““Anastasio Somoza in Julv 1979, "

_ training hy: Argentme mrl;l ~ry ufﬁ-“’

[ egy in the region. At the time, it]
“could not been determined whether |

Administration otﬁcxa]s famrhar '

t
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ey 7,

’?f{ondmaslﬁs‘ & close mrhtary for

tlons}up *with the United States,
i"’ and Htmduran officials fear that'the -
pohtlcal liphedval in El Salvador and
Nlcaravua mli Gpl“ into’ their coun-_
try As’ a separate “parf of, the U.S.
stratevy 1n the, regron -the U S il -
[ itary curnently Is éngaged in two op-
£erations in nenghBorrrno Honduras to
mdrrectly *support, "anti- Nicaraguan -
effortsi mformed-admlmatratxon _of-
ﬁc1als said, LFFT L o
Accordmg «to ‘}uﬂhly clas;r(‘ ed
NSC records, the initial CIA propos-
% al’in November called for “support
¥and | conduct of pohtrcal and para-
mrhtary operations-” ‘against the
¢ Cubax presence and Cuban-Sandi-
' ‘nista Support strictufe in Nicaragua
“and elsewhere: g_r_rCentral Amerlca '
{ The CIA, in"seeking presidential au-
! thorization for the &19 million para;
mxhtary force\ emphasxzedd‘xat “the
,program ‘should not be commed to
that“ funding level or- tosthe 500- man
f0rce described,” the records show. -.
-Covert. operatxons under the CIA
"proposal,” according? td - the'.'I\
: records, are mtended tor - %, ¢

e e R L i

- g R

. [‘-}." “Burld popular support in Cen-n

 tral ‘America and :Nicaragua for an
opposrtron front ‘that would be na-
t:ona]rstlc,‘ anti-Cuban'* and antr-}
Sornoza 'i‘:b % o

“Support ‘the opposrtlon/ front
through formatxon *and” training" of
:action” teams to- collect mtellrc'ence
“and engage in paramxhta;y nd po-
“litical operations in Nrcara"ua Aand
e]qeuhere ’ o o

Approved For Release 2005/08/16.: CIA-RDP95B00915R0005001 10006-9 -




s “Work pr‘m:ml_y throuohn nun-‘

Americaps” to achieve these covert -

ohiectives, but in some cases the CIA,

udht “take unilateral paramxhtar)’_ :

_ac ulon—-possxbly using U.S.; person-_
" nel-—against specxal Cuban targets. =
" After. the mmal presentatxon, ther
 CIA pxoposd was turned oyer to ‘the
" national security planning group, i
subcommitiee of the \ISC as a draft’
“presidential finding » “which’ states
~ the need for qpemﬁc covert ‘opera-.
tivns, Under nahonal ‘security -stat-
utes, no funds can, be expended for:

covert actions “until " thie presndent.

finds that each ‘such operation i, lm'
partant to the. nauonal becunty
the United States.”

Semor Us. defen:,e and mte

gence officials have ‘said ‘in recent”’
’%ks that without a slowdown in’

the arms supply to El Salvador by
air, Jand and sea routes from Nica-

ragua, the position of ‘government .

forces in the war-torn country could
deteriorate . rapidly, " :potentially
prompting an escalation of Salvador-

an requests for U.S. military assist-

‘ance. Such requests are likely to run
“into strong cong,ressmnal and pubhc
* resistance.

According to admmbtratlon ofﬁ-.

cials, the covert plan”1s part of a

broader program throuah which the-

administration hopes to achieve

- lung-term stability in Centra\ Amer- -
ica by creatmg, nurturing and sup-
porting new pohtlcal coalitions ‘of
centrist” forces " in - Nxcaraguau and ,

-~ other key countries. =~ ‘-;-j‘

_ Centml America currently is ex-"
' periencing a series, of armed ‘rebél-
lions, and of tficials here say U.S. in-’
telligence has ‘obtained detailed ‘out-
lines of Soviet and Cuban léng-term ’

financial, military and pohtlcal plans

“to support armed insurgencies in the

‘. region. This outline of Soviet inten-

" tions—along with intelligence of cur-'.
rent Soviet and Cuban activity \in -
the area—has alarmed the presi--
dent’s national security advisers and, . -
according to officials, is a central :
reason for the admlmstrauons co-”

vert p‘ogram

© Geveral senior ofﬁcxals argue {hat
jmtellwence gatheri
tral America: la
’ nder presmdents
. Carter and that
' 1strat\ons underestxmated the prob;
' “Central, Ameérican goyerp
‘d the: strewth of 6ppo ition 3

ng effortsin; Ce
d ,sxgmficanﬂy
Nixon;,’ Ford* ‘an

h of those adm.m‘

The'CIA"statlon in El Salvador,.
cluced fof about :

for e\ample was
uahly from 19/

“five | | years=ro
19"3-40 save money an
ed States. had \,xrtuaJ
gencq sourcef

lly no mtelh-‘ :

there durmg that pe-7

i-:.g.a.?_l; i

Approved Foriease 2005/08/16 : CIA-RDP958009;IW005001 10006-9

,;thls mﬁellxgence, wread mo

“It takes a lono txme to de\.%

s arourid - and put people in crucx
_:Places and make thé’ kind of frxends .

.. we need,” one official said last week.

" Only_ in the- _past "year,. “officials .

detaxls of. what thQS(mets and Cu
b'ms hope to gain.in, the region. U S:o
mtelhcence reports now. chow thatsin .

., 1978 the Soviets and Cubana com-,
o mitted the money and resourceslfor

‘a major effort to support Cuban-

style rebellions in Central America. -

One senior official_said, “If you

. look what the goals were in 1978 4nd
" realize how far they have -come:, byn
1982, then where they want to besin
. 1987 has to be taken seriously and

that would concern- anyone™ in the -

United Stafes. -~ ... = -, =.r=ax.

Other officials  said . t“ey are

alarmed by convincing intelligence -
" reports that one- Soviet-Cuban"goaJ
- in the region is the developmentiof

an active insurgency to dectablhze
-Mexico during this decade. T
Some mtel]wence reports reacling

A_the president support, the admlms-:

Yration charge of an mcreased Soviet?

.~and Cuban threat in Central Amer-
£ ica. One recent report indicates 'that

_the Soviet Union is.training. Latin’
American pilots to fly the most:ad=

“vanced Soviet fighter, the ‘Migr257
*.Foxbat, which has a radar system ‘cai-

pable of directing other planes th a-
large battle area. R B 3
’I’he nahonahtleé of the * LZmn
American pilots being trained onithe
Foxbat aré -not cléar. Cuba already

* has acquxred a’squadron of Mig" 23"

supersonic fighters, and previous’ in:
telligence reports have confifmed-
that Nicaraguans™ have trained 'on
less sbphisticated Mig fighters. -
Further,” Guatemala, potentially
the most prosperous Central Arner-*
ican" country, is ‘also being threat»

T ened by a'leftist insurgency and'the .

"amost current CIA estimate is that -
~ the government will undergo a ma)or

¢ change of status’ within 18 months

While some menibers of the ad-
“ministration” remain skeptical about .
" broad claims of spreadmu Soviet' ‘and :
Cuban " influence ~“in - the reglon,
" knowledgeable officials say’ this is
* the interpretation - that has een®
larvely adopted by Prevdent Re5
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